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SUB J : SYED MUHAMMAD ON TIMING OF ELECTIONS 

1 . IN AN EFFORT TO PIN DOWN THE GOVERNMENT ON THE 
EXACT TIMING OF ELECTIONS, CPI RAIYA SAB HA LEADER 
BHUPESH GUPTA SPECIFICALLY ASKED MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
LAW SYED MUHAMMAD WHETHER ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD AS 
SCHEDULED (I.E., BY FEBRUARY 1977). SYED MUHAMMAD'S 
RESPONSE, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, WAS: "THE 
POSITION IS CLEAR THAT THE ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD, 

JUST LIKE THE EMERGENCY WILL BE LIFTED, AT AN EARLY 
DATE. BUT, AS I SAID, THE EXACT DATE OF HOLDING THE 
ELECTION IS ENTIRELY THE PREROGATIVE OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER AS IS WELL ESTABLISHED IN THE PARLIAMENTARY 
PRACTIVE AND CONVENTION IN OTHER OUNTRIES." THIS 
EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE DURING THE AUGUST 23 RAJYA SABHA 
DEBATE ON THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, WHICH AUTHORIZES REDISTRICTING OF CONSTITUENCIES 
AS A RESULT OF THE 1971 CENSUS. THE BILL, ALREADY 
PASSED BY THE LOK SABHA, WAS PASSED BY THE RAJYA 
SABHA LATER THAT DAY. 
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2. COMMENT: SYED MUHAMMAD'S AMBIGUOUS RESPONSE TO 
GUPTA S QUERY WAS INTERPRETED BY THE PRO-CPI 
"PATRIOT" AS MEANING THAT THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
WILL NOT BE FURTHER POSTPONED, THE IMPLICATION BEING 
THAT THEY WILL BE HELD BY FEBRUARY 1977. THIS STRIKES 
US AS A BIT OF WISHFUL THINKING ON THE CPI S PART, 

SINCE SYED MUHAMMAD ONLY SAID THAT THEY WILL BE HELD 
AT AN "EARLY DATE" AND CAREFULLY AVOIDED SAYING 
WHETHER THEY WOULD BE HELD "ON TIME." MOREOVER, HIS 
CAVEAT THAT ONLY THE PRIME MINISTER HAS THE PERROGATIVE 
TO FIX THE DATE APPEARS TO GIVE MRS GANDHI PLENTY OF 
LEEWAY TO MAKE THE FINAL DECISION. FOR OUR PART, WE 
HAVE HEARD NOTHING WHICH WOULD INDICATE THAT SHE HAS 
COME EVEN CLOSE TO MAKING A DECISION. INDEED, MANY 
SIGNS POINT TO THE PROBABILITY THAT THE DECISION 
WILL NOT BE MADE FOR QUITE A WHILE. 
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